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SPH 680
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INSTRUCTORS: MARY APPLEGATE, MD, MPH 402-0283 mapplegate @uamail.albany.edu
CAROL WHITTAKER, PHD (ABD) 402- 0385 cxw02@health.state.ny.us

CLASS PLACE & TIME: AUDITORIUM, SCHOOL OF PuBLIC HEALTH, FRIDAY, 1:30 PM — 3 PM

This course provides students with ...

Learning objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

¢ Relate the existential pyramid to current global health issues
Understand the inherent hierarchy in providing air, water, food, shelter and care for health promotion
Articulate and support their personal and professional views in relation to current global health issues
Understand the necessity of incorporating ethics into public health decision-making
Apply for and participate in SPH Internships and/or the MI program

Competencies (codes in parentheses refer to ASPH Core Competencies)
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

e Explain how the contexts of gender, race, poverty, history, migration, and culture are important in the
design of interventions within public health systems (Systems Thinking 6).

¢ Analyze the effects of political, social and economic policies on public health systems at the national
and international levels (Systems Thinking 9).

e Analyze the impact of global trends and interdependencies on public health related problems and
systems (Systems Thinking 10).

¢ Analyze determinants of health and disease using an ecological framework (Professionalism 6).

e Appreciate the importance of working collaboratively with diverse communities and constituencies
(Professionalism 10).

e Apply basic principles of ethical analysis to issues of public health practice and policy
(Professionalism 2).

e Describe how social, behavioral, environmental, and biological factors contribute to specific individual
and community health outcomes (Program Planning 1).
Apply social justice and human rights principles when addressing community needs (Leadership 8).

o Develop strategies to motivate others for collaborative problem solving, decision-making, and
evaluation (Leadership 9).

¢ Cite examples of situations where consideration of culture-specific needs resulted in a more effective
modification or adaptation of a health intervention (Diversity & Culture 9).
Describe the ethical bases for public health and health services (HPM 2).

e Describe the role of social and community factors in both onset and solution of public health problems
(SBS 6).

e Apply ethical principles to public health program planning, implementation and evaluation (SBS 9).

o Describe psychosacial factors that affect susceptibility to adverse health outcomes following exposure
to environmental hazards (EHS 2).

REQUIREMENTS

The course grade will be based on:
1. Class participation, including attendance: 100%
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SCHEDULE OF CLASS SESSIONS
This course is organized around the major stages of the life cycle, from conception through older adulthood.
Between sessions specific to each life stage, we will have sessions addressing issues with broad importance
in family and community health. The list below indicates the topic for each class and indicates when
assignments are due (in ITALICS at right). For full descriptions of assignments, see attached.

FEBRUARY | 6 | Introduction to Internships Lynley Thomson
FEBRUARY | 13 | Peace Corps Masters International Program Amie Kabia, Regional Peace Corps
Recruiter

FEBRUARY | 20 | WINTER BREAK

FEBRUARY | 27 | Ethics Dean Philip Nasca
MARCH | 6 | Internships — Il Lynley Thomson
MARCH | 13 | Existential Pyramid Carol Whittaker
Safe Air, Electro Magnetic Radiation Dean David Carpenter
MARCH | 20 | Air pollution — Pakistan Haider Khwaja
MARCH | 27 | Fresh Water Project Malawi Amy Hart, filmmaker
APRIL | 3 | Does fat really make you fat? Gary Taubes, writer, Science

APRIL | 10 | SPRING BREAK

APRIL | 17 | Lead poisoning Ron de Persis, industrial hygienist

APRIL | 24 | Domestic violence OR Teresa Dengun
United Nations field trip Carol Whittaker
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